Greater Concord Safe Community Coalition Meeting  
Minutes from June 23, 2011
Present:  David Henderson, Debra Samaha, Sarah Boucher, Elaine Frank, Jen Brechtel, Kim Murdoch, Lenny O’Keefe, Tom Hettinger, Kimberley Story, Jim Esdon, Dan Andrus, Fred Von Rechlinghausen,  
1. Concord Fire Chief Dan Andrus and Jen Brechtel from the Concord Regional Visiting Nurses Association (CRVNA) presented the work they’ve done on falls prevention in NH.  

a. NH Falls Taskforce data – falls can force a person from their home and into a care facility creating a higher social cost.  30% of calls from folks over the age of 65 are lift-assist calls – helping them up from a fall and then leaving.  These calls may not require transport to a medical facility, but they are a warning sign for future falls.  

b. Safe Communities data – falls are a leading cause of hospital visits in the Concord Hospital catchment area as well as throughout the State for most ages.  70 million dollars/year is spent on care required after falls.  Almost $600,000 is charged to Medicaid when Medicare won’t pay more because the patient has used their maximum benefit. 

In the future, when the paramedics are called for a lift-assist, they will have a multi-copy form – one copy to be left with the consumer, one to take back with them to be filed.  The assessment form offers an evaluation to be done by the CRVNA to assess the home for fall dangers on one side, and tips to keep the home safe from future falls on the other side.  Contact numbers for Service Link and 211 are on the form if the consumer wants more information.  If the CFD leaves a form with a consumer who elects to have the assessment done, the CFD will call the CRVNA to inform them of the request. 

Assessments are designed for a Physical Therapist, but if the person doing the assessments finds other issues in the home, or problems with medications etc., the CRVNA will send a nurse out to do an assessment.  The CRVNA will track the results of the assessments.

The majority of the lift-assist calls are over the age of 65 and primarily are non-transport calls.  If a consumer is transported to the hospital, the referral to the CRVNA home assessment will come from the hospital. Referrals are not limited to those over the age of 65 and would be at the discretion of the paramedics.  The CRVNA will bill the consumer’s insurance, Medicare or Medicaid.  If the assessment is not covered by insurance, it would be subject to a sliding fee scale or charitable care. 

Suggestions were made regarding advertising on CCTV, using the GCSC website when it is up and possibly providing a screening event on September 23rd, NH Falls Awareness Day.  There were also suggestions of locations to leave pro-active awareness cards, at independent living centers and senior centers, the possibility of a 3rd carbon page to be left with a family member, and advertising to AARP.  

This coordinated effort epitomizes what the Safe Communities Coalition is about.  We can create a networking opportunity, promote the results and can continue to look at the data.  In a couple of years we may see a reduction in falls, or event that we maintained the current numbers with no increases.  This kind of collaboration is a wonderful example of our work.  

2. Jim Esdon demonstrated the Distracted Driving simulators.  Elaine Frank and Kim Murdoch both tried the simulators, showing the group what students experience as they use it.  The simulators show various consequences when students have accidents due to intoxication, texting etc.  So far, 3 high schools and over 1000 kids have seen it.   Right now Jim is holding some “Train the Trainer” sessions so that there are more trainers available to bring the unit to events.  

3. Other business
a. Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and accepted
b. The Safety Council Website will hopefully be live soon, the Coalition has its own page within the website.
c. The first draft of the Safe Communities application to the World Health Organization was submitted and needs additional narrative.  Sarah will be working on that with David.
d. David will be attending the national meeting of Safe Communities America the first week in August.  Sue Centner may also attend.  Sue’s Coalition was the original Safe Communities Coalition in NH.  They evolved into substance abuse prevention but may now be looking at going back into traffic safety.
e. Concord Hospital is providing fitting stations for car seats once per month.  Usually 8-11 checks per session.  They also educate maternity patients.  They have done sessions 3 times with the Multi-cultural Center and even with an interpreter, have struggled to communicate.  The last visit they went out to the cars and put in car seats – it was very useful to actually demonstrate.  
f. The crossing guard, bus driver, bus monitor breakfast was a huge success with about 50 attendees and raffle prizes from several local businesses.  An anonymous donor provided funds to support this breakfast.  
g. National Night Out is scheduled for August 2nd – meeting attendees interested in participating (if they aren’t already) should contact Joe Wright at the Concord Police Department. 
h. Kim Murdoch is starting up a new Concord Public Safety Coalition – mainly police and fire initiatives.  Maintaining the canine program, advocating to restore traffic enforcement positions, and maintaining the ladder truck replacement program for the fire department and requesting the $34,000 cut to the Fire Department’s operating budget be restored. 

4. The next quarterly luncheon meeting will be held September 8th from 12 noon to 1:30 pm. Safety and Health Council of Northern New England, 57 Regional Drive. Please RSVP to Sarah Boucher at nemesis@metrocast.net for lunch planning purposes. 

